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CASE REPORT

A colonoscopy was performed as part of a colorectal screening program on a 77-year-

old female with positive fecal occult blood test. During withdrawal, two metallic

elongated foreign bodies, around 20 mm in length were found pinned into the

transverse colon (Fig. 1) and rectal wall (Fig. 2). A computed tomography with

multiplanar reconstruction showed two metallic density T-shaped foreign bodies that

resembled intrauterine devices (IUDs) that penetrated the intestinal wall (Fig. 3), which

ruled out other complications. The patient confirmed a previous loss of an IUD device

35 years previously and underwent a second IUD insertion a few years later. She

refused another colonoscopy for endoscopic removal as she did not have any

symptoms in the past. 

DISCUSSION

In conclusion, uterine perforation is a rare but potentially serious complication (1). We

report the first ever reported case in which two different IUDs were found penetrating

the colorectal wall. Although it is a general recommendation to remove all migrated

uterine devices in order to avoid complications (2,3), leaving the device in place in

asymptomatic patients should also be considered. 
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Fig. 1. Intrauterine device penetrating the transverse colon.



Fig. 2. Second intrauterine device found in rectum.



Fig. 3. Multiplanar 3D reconstruction of computed tomography showing both

intrauterine devices.


